Do. during the months of October and No. ptepare a minorily report as the gentleman from Penn- c:.wwy comrectly, they were told that they had had time

.

-

a

Difference. . ...ovvvarsseensancns 1,100,594 00

Statement H, in the report of the Secretary, is, in the esti-
mation of the commitlee, also erroneous ; but as the balance
found by that s'atement is not taken into the general state-
ment made by the Secretary, and therefore cannot affect the
result then obtained ; and as this report has already extended
beyond the limits originully contemplated, the cornmittee for-
bear entering into a eritical examination of this statement,
merely subjoining the following statement, exhibiting the dif-
ference between the conclusions of the committee and the re-
port of the Secretary of the T'reasury :
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been to detect and point out what the committes deems to be er-
vors in the report of the Secretary, and to show that that re-

. port is badly arranged, and hard to be comprehended and prop-
erly understood. In doing so, however, the committee had
no intention to shrink from the responsibility of submitting a
statement of their own, and laving before the House the final
result of their calculations. Withthis view the committee beg
leave to submit, as m part of this report, the following state-

ments, marked A, B, C, D, and E.

Table A exhibits the actual condition of the loan of Jaly 22d,

_ 18486, showing the amount of stock issued on loan ori -
that is, for specie deposited ; the amount of stock in
funding notes that had been insued under that act ; the amount
of Treasury notes issued for deposited also in payment
of warrants ; the amount of notes reimbursed, the
amount of notes outstanding, and the amount available at the

Treasury on the lst of December, 1847,
Table B is In principle similar to Table A, but is confined
to the loun of January 28, 1847.

Tabie C is & general statement of the receipts and expendi-

* tures of the Treasury during two fiscal years, from July I,
1846, to June 30, 1848, and is copied from the report of the
Bectetary, except that the loan accounts ara stated in accord-
ance with the calculations of the committee, ss oxhibited in

wl part of this report, and leaving out the amount

A Statement exhibiting the amount of Treasury Notes is-
sued under the act of January 28th, 1847, which were re-
imbursed previous to December 1st, 1847,

Amount reimbursed during the fiscal year ending

e T 7 e £1,133,550
Amount reimbursed during the first quarter of the
present fiscal year ....................... 730,850

Amount reimbursed ::’nur'mg the months of Octo-
ber and November, 1847, .. .......0u0n. ..

847,650

Whole amount reimbursed, (including those
L e e i 2,811,050
Of those the sum of $2,810,750 were funded,
which took no money out, did not diminish the
indebtedness of the Treasury, and therefore

, should be deducted . ..................... 2,810,750
Amount actually reimbursed........... 300

C.—A Statement exhibiting the amount of the receipts at |
the Treasury, including the avails of Treasury notes and
loans, from July 1, 1846, fo June 30, 1848,

Customs for the fiscal year ending June 30,

Ly A S R P SR e D $23,747,864 66
Public lands ... ...... [, S 80, . a0 2,498,355 20
Miscellaneous .. ..... " e 200 i 100,570 51

26,346,790 37
Balance in Treasury ..........c00vnnns. 6,126,439 08

Whole amount, exclusive of Treasury notes {
g e R e SR S 85,473,320 45
Avails of notes and loans under act of July
22, 18486, during fiscal year ending June

30, 1847 -
Stock issued for money bor-

RO et SR £4,888,149 45
Treasury notes in exchange

il DI 1,454,650 00

Do in payment of warrants 5,983,150 00
Avails of Treasury notes and
loans under act of January

98, 1847 :
Stock issued for money bor-

YOWBE. . . .o visminiinin v 1,823,200 00
Treasury notes in exchange

for BPECI®. . .evsvrnnns 10,549,000 00

Do in payment of warrants 1,822,150 00 .
—_— 26,020,299 45
For the fiecal year ending June 30, 1845 :

REDBID o coaorvsricnsimusassingmmasis 31,000,000 00
Public lande ... ... e e T S 3,500,000 00
U . .us I e i (e 400,000 00
Avails of Treasury notes and loans under sct
of July 22, 1846 :
Stock issued for money bor-
PO . i ene s 111,000 00
Treasury notes for specie de-
Ty s 250,000 00
—_— 361,000 00
Avails of Treasury notes under act of Janua-
ry 28, 1847 :
issued for money bor-
rowed, . ......... P 876,222 00
Treasury notes for specie de- ]
posited. . ......... vvees 5,616,800 00

_ 6,393,023 Q0
Amount of Treasury notes und loans availa-
ble December 1, 1847 :
Under act of July 22, 1846 609,600 55
Under act of Jan'ry 28, 1847 2,012,928 00
3,522,536 55

3,522,598 55
Per Becretary’sreport...... 4,202,828 55
Difference......... ++s 680,300 00

$106,670,079 45

A Statemen? exhibiting the amount of payments made at
the Treasury from July 1, 1848, to June 30, | 848, inelud-
ing the amount of Treasury notes veimbursed, but not
those funded.

Expenditores daring the fiscal year ending June 30, 1847,
exclusive of Treasury potes reimbursed

T R e 57,080,780 58

Expenditares during first quarter of fiscal
year ending June 30, 1848, exclusive of
Treasury notes reimbursed and funded. . 14,108,166 66

Estimated expenditure for remaining three

, quarters........ T . 42,146,465 38

Treasury notes reimbursed during fiscal year
ending June 30, 1847, exclusive of
that were fanded .. ................. 2,454,707 07

October and November, 1847, exclusive
of those that were funded
Treasury notes funded during sud time. . ..

123,015,587 69
112,779,657 45

$10,235,930 24

E.—A statement exhibi

the amount of Treasury noles
reimbursid and f

at the Treasury of the United
States which had been isaued under various acts of Con-

gresa from Jul, Deceniber 1, 1847,
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Whole amount reimbursed
during the fiscal year end-  Reimdursed.
ing June 30, 1847—

Of issues under act of Julyl

$£1,931,000 00
Of notes jssued under act of

January 28, 1847
wed under prior

Amount actually reimbursed
during the fiscal year end-

ing June 30, 1847 '39.454.79? 07

hereby required to furnish this House with a statement of the

publie debt on the day of June, 1848, and such other

statements in refe

the present fiscal yeari as is required by the 22d secticn of the

act of Jauuary 28, 1847, edtitled * An act suthorizing the issue

of Tm&'m" @ lan, and for other purposes,’” to be fur-
ished at of each

Resolved, That it
Treasury, in makin his 1
nt the ench session, to make those statements
close at and embrace pne period of time, so far as the circum-
stunces of the case it practicable so to do.

Resolved, That the mittee on Printing be instructed to
inguire into the expediency of printing ten thousand extra copies
of the of the mittee on Public Expenditures on the
report of the Secretary pf the Treasury.

The foregoing reportiand resolutions being before, the House
for its consideration— o

Mr. BEDINGER eadl that, until the present_session, the
Committee on Public E tures had been considered, gene-
rally he believed, certaidly by him, as a mere nullity. At the
last session, if he was rightly infarmed, that committee had not
had a single meeting.  But, all of a sudden, this same com-
mittee seemed to have sprung into great importance. From
doing next to nothing, orpothing at all, it had suddenly com-
menced an el:borate a on the official report of the Secre-
tary of the Treasury.  Thy report prepared by the committeo
contains some thirty-nine pr forty pages. The simple history
of this report, so far as Mr. B. knew it, wasthat this elsborate
report had been made and by the committee before the
Secretary of the Treasury had the slightest idea that any such
thing was going on. [Laughter, and cries of ** Ab, indeed ;
what a shame !"

Mr. B. said that what he had to ask of the House was,
that the report might not be ordered to bo printed as yet,
but that time shoyld first be allowed for the making of a mi-
nority report. |

Mr. B. admitted that he had received some notice of some-
thing of the kiud : there had been a sub-committee appointed
by the committee, of which sub-commitiee he was sppointed
a member, and he been notified of a meeting of the com:
mittee generally, but not of the sub-committee : he had not
even known w! !hr committee itself sat : por had he had
the least idea that a report so labored was to be offered in the
House by that commitee; but it was suddenly sprung on the
commitiee, and had béen at once adopted. He wanted fur-
ther time for the prepmation of a counter report : and with
this view he would move that the repoit be recommittel.

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, suggested & mudification of the
motion o as to print the report of the minority of the com-
mittee, and let both reports go to the country together.

Mr. STROMM euid that the report be Lad submined 1o the
House had order#d by the Committee on Puovlic Expen-
ditares in the Treasury Department. The minority of the
committee had had ample time to prepare any paper they
wished to submit. TbLe gentleman himself, from Virginia,
who had just taken his seat, had had the majority's report in
his own hands for two weeks, with full opportunity 10 ex-
amine it ; yet he complained of the report as having been
sprung on & sudden, and asked for time to make a minority
report.  If the House thought that further time ought to be
allowed they would of course grant it. If the report con-
tained, as ass.ried, numerous errors, there had certainly
been time to expose theas, Mr. 8. would not say
that there were no errors in it, but one thing he was entirely
sure of, and ibat was that the Secretary’s report contained not
a few. That document would be found to be fall of errors.
The report frem the committee was not an attack vpon the
Secretary, bul simply a fuir Examination snd exposition of the
errors to be feund in his official report to the country.

The gentleman from Virginia was mistaken in saying that
at the last stwsion of Congress the committee bod not sat at
all ; they had had meetings and sundry matters had been re-
ferred to them by order of the House.

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, asked whether the gen leman from

recommended o the Seeretwry of the
statements of the §i

Pennsylvania would have any objection that the minority and thie

majority report should go out together *  The printing of the
majority report would not be delayed a single hour. The mi-
MIM?MMIJ be ready in the course of mome eight or
ten days, and that was as soon and sooner than the public
printers would be able to set it up. What could the gentle-
man find to object agninst such an arrangement ’

Me. M replied be did not know that for himself he

had any partieular obijection. ——
Mr. COBB, (in I'::: sest,) interposing, mid he hoped it
would be done.

Mr. BTROHM (continuing his veply) said he had stated
the time that the minarity of the committee had had to make
u counter report, and he would leave with the Houpe to de-
cide whether they would defer the printing to give the mi-
nority more time.

Mr. HUDSON said it seemed to him that the motion sug-
gested by e gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Conn) was
very singular ppe—a motion to print a document which was

not yat He presumed that when the minority of
that should make o report there would be no dis-

‘Whole amount reimbursed

position on the part of the House to suppress it ; but the idea
of ordering & document to be printed which was not now in

1 Treasury notes at the expiration of

He read from the Rules of the House relative to the Com-
mittee on Public Expenditores: 3

““It shall be the duty of the Committee on Public Expen-
ditures to examine into the state of the severul publie Depart-
ments, and particularly into laws making & tions
money, and to report whether the moneys huve disbursed
conformably with such laws ; und also to report, from time to
time, such provisions and arrang as may be necessary to
add to the economy of the Departments and the aceountability
of their officers.”

Now, was there any branch of this 1eport which came with-
in the jurisdiction of the Commitiee on Public Expenditures
us marked out by this rule? He did not complain, nor he
presumed did any mon on his side of the House, or of the
minority of the committee, complain that the committee had
thought proper 1o investigate the statements of the Secretary
of the Treasury.

Mr. HALL. of Missouri, the floor being yielded, in farther
reply to the question of Mr. Rockwrte, stated his recollee-
tion 1o be that the report of the majority bad been in his pos-
session and that of the gentleman from Virginia about two
weeks from last Monday.

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticat, interposed further to
inquire whether the gentleman from Virginia was not one of
the sub-committee appointed by the committee, and whether
that was not more than two months since ?

Mr. BEDINGER, (in his seat.) I will answer.

Mr. HALL. The gentleman from Virginia was on the
sub-commitiee, I do not know how long since the resolation
appointing them swas adopted.

Mr. ROCKWELL. Was it not known to the officers of
the Treasury Deparunent ?

Mr. HALL did not kpow, But his impression was that
the Seeretary of the Tieasury knew nothing about the matter
until ten days ago

M:. ROCKWELL. Has he not been informed ?

Mr. HALL'S impression wus that the Secretary of the
Treasury had been informed of it within the last ten days.
He wished to state further : he did not know how long the
majority of the sub-c ittee had Leen engaged in preparing
that report ss the report of the majority of the commitee, He
koew that it was very lung, embiacing thirty-nine pages,
more than hall of which was taken vp -in difficult, intricate

calculations. Now, all that the minority of the commiitee
desired was, that they might have a full and fair unity

of examining these estimates made by the majority of the sub-
committee, and if they were incorrect, to be permitted to show
their incorrectness, and put the sctunl state of facts before the
country. He for one had no objection 1o the publication of
this majority report ; be was anxious it should be published ;
ha w 4e woxieus if the Secrotasy of the Tressury not die-
charged his duties that the country should know it. Oq the
other hand, if the Secretary of the Treasury had been assailed
improperly, he wished it to be known, and that qTa‘lunily
should be given to expose the errors of the wmajority of the
committee. He wished, in one word, that “the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth,” should go before the
country.

Then what did they propose’ They were enguged in
paring & minority report ; it was not yet completed ; they
ieved they could get it ready in ten days: if they Jdid not
they were willing that the mjority report should be printed
without it. All they wanted was a fair opportunity to exa-
mine and elicit the whole truth and put it before the eountry.
" Mr. ROCKWELL. Has not that report been in the pos-
msion of the Secratary of the Treasury *

Mr. HALL. It has not.

Mr. ROCKWELL. Has not a copy of it been in posses-
son of the officers of the Treasury Department '

| Mr. HALL referred to Mr. Benixarn for an answer.

Mr. BEDINGER waid be thought it very probable it had ;
but at the same time not one particle of notice had been given
t the Secretary of the Treasury while they wera preparing it.
It wouid be very strange if, after the majority of the conmit-
tho had edopted it, the Secrotary should not know it.  But

is report had been sprung apon the committec as it had been

qprung upon the House and the country, and it was impossi
;imgim that the committee intended or designed any thing

e such action when they appointed the sub-committee ; if
o, it was kept entirely secret from the minority.

Mr. STEWART, of Penusylvania, inquired whether, if |
this report were printed, it would not give every gentieren an
dpportunity to examine it, and answer it, if they saw fil 1o at-
thrpt it 7 Whether the ting of the report would not be
better for the other side of the House *

Mr. HALL replied he thought it wouldnot be betier for his
side of the House or the country that this report should be first

inted, and an ex parfe statement be spresd beiore the coun-

That was not the way 10 do justice.

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alsbama, resumed the fior.  He had
been referring 10 the extent of the jurisdiction of the Commit-
tee on Public Expenditures, not for the purpose of conveying
the impression that he or any other member on hus side of the

| Houso desired the suppression of that report, but for the pur-

pose of showing that it was a picce of the party machinery of
the other side of the House, and not intended to clucidate and
bring forth the facts of the case as they existed. The rule
which he bad read defined the jurisdiction of the Committee

i -the whole smount of etock issued in fand- T'ressury notes issued under acts, funded 36,250 00 | ha:dly presume to hope that they have attained perfection and . to
~ , ing notes up to that period to be.. . .. avsasss 1,808,800 ] wember, 1847, . ... .c0eunsncnraranc.., 785,050 00 szul “rl‘;':mhl‘ n;'no a’?)::::me PR ::m_iuan“m wmlm“mmlﬁm hl:dh;dur:d 1o wﬁ:.ﬁ:.m;:n;rm;ﬁ ad:lu-r mlmm ;)p::h.::f (Mr. E.N,;:.“) :u m}{:fh:.u.“mm
L e —_— soe Ex. . No. il i a ulty w wo w l oul o appainted to work such wonders,
- the notes Whole smount reimb i those Public lands,......... do'lln 3,500,000 00 | have not been able to overcome, th d:emililk-uew I.lludlof!hnm'urltj of the sub-committee. It seemed to | whether any membor of that os had pre the re-
Which deducted from issued, 0 ove ough i prepared
it Iinvun amount of notes outstanding. ... 14,783,650 | funded)........... Soeaiinsolin S aaLs 6,524,900 00 | Miscellaneous, ... .. ... 00 R aa do.. 400,000 00 | tain no doubt that with time and opportunity to compare those under all these circumstances, 1o ask a delay of two or [ port s he thought ho saw upon it blundering marks which he
| Deduct for notes reimbursed, exclusive of what Of those the sum of $83,228,350, which 100k Avalls of Treasury notes and loans under ac books the differences Letween them could be aceounted for and weeks, or even ten days more, was a very unrensonable | could find elsewhere.  Certainly he could « ot be chiarged with
} were funded, thesumof................ = 100 no money out, did notdiminish the indebied. of July 22, 1846 : reconciled. It will be remarked, 1o, that the greatest dis- He would print majority report ; when the mi- | delinquency, with oeglect of his duty in such a case ns this,
e | ness of the Treasury, and therefore should Stock issued for money bor- crepancy in the books is in reference 1o the amount of stock ty report camo in he would print that ; and if’ there were | when he had gone for duys and not been able to find either
Notes outstanding October 1, 1847 .. .......... 14,783,560 |  be deducted. . ,..... Sobrenmen yoess e 3,228,350 00 | rowed . s .oreianiionss $111,000 00 issued in fi Treasury notes, and therefore cannot affect numbers printed of the one, he would print extra num- | the sub-committee or the committee.
Ditto for Secretary’s report, (statement G)...... 14,028,750 Treasury notes for specie de- the result of lr geoeril statement by which the deficiency in of the other. He would deal alike with them. But he Mr. STROHM had no intention to misrepresent the gen-
_ ————— | Amount actually reimbursed, .......... 20+ 3,206,550 00 |  posited. .. \0yi0neana. 250,000 00 the T'reasury B ascestained ; for, if the amount of stock issued ted to one being kopt baek, for the purpose, perhaps, of | tleman, neither could hie submit to Le misrepressnted by him.
' Difference. . ... ... PP R e P 700,80, lp 4 wment exhibiting the amount of Stock and T Stock issued in funding notes 1,297,350 00 to fund ‘Trensury noles is greatpr than that assumed by the nting its early um:!-linn smoog the members of this He proceeded to state more minutely the fucts relative to the .
=i v Statem Mm i oo el 23‘::&' !m- i 1,658,350 00 ¢ committee in their caleulations, the t of Treasury notes se and the people. meetings of the commitiee, and said that it was only at the
 The stock issued under that Joan at that period stands thus: [ %#7¥ notes issued us Yet'of De :‘,':; v 1847, | A vails of Treasury notes and loans under act outstanding rfm of y be Jiminished to exacly the he presumed the House were prepared to vote, he would | first meeting that the gentleman from Virginia could have had
. Btock issued for specie deposited. . .. 0o0viinen £1,323,200 Jrom the date of said act to the st of weemarer, 1647, of Jun ?, 1847 ; same amount, and the summing up of the whole will not be the previous question ; but, upon urgent sppeal, he |any difficulty in sscertaining 1he place of meeting ; that he
~ Do in funding notes prior to June 30, 1847. ... 1,132,650 | Amount of Treasury notes issued for specie de- ; Stock issued for money bor- affected thereby. Hoth constitute a part of the public debt, ved the motion for E':J)mmt. had more than once notified the gentleman of the meeting of
. Do. during first quarter of present year......... 780,750 po%ud. parhbrasi s S REaE L Sl?,g:g.?gg L S AR R $876,222 00 both have been d}utul as avails aceruing to the Treasury, SPEAKER s i I.E;;! lhd:anmotinn to print a paper "I.I:‘a" ui.;-cﬂlnmlilet', nuddI:e hmtll as often failed toattend ; that,
—_———— itto paym SRIESRS- ., . . . ‘e » Treasury notes issued for spe- and the increpse of the one and the diminution of the other, | which was not in possession ouse was strictly not a o report was mnade to the commitiee, the chairman no-
" 'Whole amount of stock issued previous to Octo- Amount of stock ll::ued for maney borrowed. . 2,199:4%2 cie deposited . , .. ... _'?__5,510,3()0 00 adds no morelin one place than it dedacts in anotker, and Pfﬂ: patliamentary motion, and could not be received except by | tified 'I_lw’gm_meman from Virginia, (or n'lm; said he did,)
” A L B e vees 3,186,500 . 6,393,022 00 | duces no chagge whatever in the final result. geperal consent ; but that the object might be accomplished | who had in like manner failed to attend there also ; that, after
| Ditto per Secretary’s report, per statement G... .. 4,339,856 Total ... ... - 3l swa R RERD Flela s 0 50 20,087,372 | Treasury notes issued under prior sets funded 34,228 00 | It must befecollected, o, that for the sum of $114,301 63, | by & motion to postpone the printing until the minority report | the report was adopted, it was given into the Lands of the
! > ———— | Amount of notes reimbursed (not farded) de- Stook issusd in funding notes, under act of taken into this calculution as intercat paid during the first in. gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. Hazt,) and subsequently to
It Difference. .. ... eeesassannnessses 1,148,356 | ducted....ii.iiiaiineedes R AR 300 |  Januory 28, 1847........... A 1,678,200 00 | quarter of the present fiscal year, the commitiee had no po- | | Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, wae not aware of the ex: | Mr. Bepiscen also, and this something like two weeks since.
] . ~—————— | Amount of T'reasury notes and loans availa- sitive data ta rely upon, but as the stelement in the Secre- of the report until this debate was sprung upon them. As o the authorship of the report, the House could judge
Hence it will be seen that the statement of the Secretary, Leaves. . ........o0conienennanee. 20,087,072 | ble December 1, 1847........ S Rdney 3,522,528 55 | tuy's reporty then referied to, embraced interest, and the | Ppon looking at the report itself he found it to be ane of the | for itself when it was printed.  As it had be n called in ques-
in reference to the issues of notes and stock and the amount That deducted from, , ;.o cvnnnnnnn, 23,000,000 | — —— | committee beng unable to discover any other amount that extraoidinary papers ever presented to this House, Suf- | tion, however, he might state that no man had written one
~* svailable on the 1st October, 1847, under the act of January $102,779,657 45 | could approprately be applied to that statement, they assumed | fr bim to read its commencement : word or syllable of it but himsel. He had collected the ma-
28, 1847, in the form .dopted’ by him in statement G, should | lsraves, s available, on the 1xt Dec., 1847.. 2,912,028 === | the afogp um to have been paid for interest. ** The Committee on Pablic Exgﬂﬂﬁf-lll'ﬂ. having had un- | terials at the T'reasury Department ; he had told the officers
: h;, el - Ditto  according to Secretary’s réport. . . ... 3,290,878 SHERE ¢ exhibiting the amount of pa s made at the | . There are ious other errors in the Jilf rent statements considerution the letter of the Secvetary of the Trensury, | fhere that he was about, as one of the sub-committee, to ex-
K" O loan of 1847, loan of v+ ... §23,000,000 i it ;.fu s s J'{’M-'f""w“‘lm, includ. | Which compote the Secretary's report, but which the commit- Rl My Auniul Report on the tate of the Fi- | amine the report of the Secretary of the Treasury ; that he
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ceived from him apprizing the House that an error had been
discovered to the amount of nearly seven millions of dollars.
Now, he would ssk the gentlemen opposite if that was not
enough to call to that report the atiention of not only the

of | Committee on Public Expenditares, but of every member of

the House * It did arrest the attention of the members of
the House, and a gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Hop-
#ox) made a speech upon it pointing out other errors. The gen-
tlemun from Connecticut (Mr. Rock wirr) also made a spe
upon it, and the gentleman te, the particular and politi-
cal friends of the Secretary of the T'reasury, promised to reply
to those speeches, but weeks and months have passed away
and no reply had yet been made. Now, were not the

of those gentlemen notifications to the Secretary of the Trea-
sury that his report was undergoing an examination? It was
u subjret that, it would be admitted, ought to be inquired into,
and it seemed to him that the gentleman had no t to com-
plain that ample noties had not been given. hy, notice
was given, for he went himself to the Department to make
inquiries to aid him in the investigation which he was making,
and he never concealed bis obj :

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, was understood to say, (but,
us he turned towards the gentleman from Pennsylvania and
away from the Reporters’ desk, he was very indistinctly heard, )
that the gentleman from Pwmyluh':;’ld confessed, in the
face of the House, that it was his intention to obtain facts in
his own way and through his own medium. He understood
the gentleman to admit that he had not given the Becretary of
the I'reasury any notification of his intention to report upon
fucts which might very honestly be viewed in different aspects
by different individuals. He a to the genteman's
sense of propriety if the course he pursued was open and
frank, and manly? If the gentleman’s course was correct, if
his report was n development of facts, why should he not be
mllil;:idut the Secretary of the Treasury should have been
apprized of it ?

Mr, STEWART, of Pennsylvania, wished 1o ask the gen-
tleman from Alab if he intended to be understood as say-
ing that it was the duty of a committee of this House to go to
officers of this Government or o other functicnaries to get from
them a report 10 wuatain a report which such officers might
have made to Congress *

Mr. HOUSTON. * Not at all. .

Some further debate and conversation ensued, in which
Messrs. HOUSTON, BURT, J. R. INGERSOLL, and some
others took part, which was brought to a close by the expira-
tion of the morning hoar,

e —e.

THE “*BARNBURNERS” AND **OLD HUNKERS.”

The teven Bernlirness is known sely == significant of a
faction in the Democratic party ; but hundreds ask what does
it mean ; how did it originate ?

The origin of the term barnburner was, we believe, this :
In the Suate of New York it is well known that politice were
for very many years arranged and directed by a class of men
called the .#/bany Regency. " They beld the State affices.nnd
parcelled them out as their own domain. OF eourse this in
time begat jealousy and oppositi The young end new
members of the party could see neither justice nor propriety in
this sort of political aristocracy ; snd many of the old dnes,
who had fought long uorewarded, took sides with them.
This manifested itself in the Legislatare. A madical faction
was formed, and the great point of dispute wae, us it has al-
ways been, the offices,  * Ah, (said the radicals) what right
have these old fallows—these hunkers—to be forever sucking
at the poblic erib, while niot a teat remain for us " It was a
sare grievance and a trying time. What could be done?
Nothing seemed possible. The Hunkers held on with a grip
like a vice. They acted most emphatically on the doetrine
that “*a bird in the hand was worth two in the bush,” At

ble | length, secing there was no chanee without force, n leader of

the faction rose and said :

“Mr. Speaker : | see that the gentlemen who hold the
Regency power have taken their course, and are not to be
moved by persussion or ejectment : they are no sooner driven
oul at one corner than they come in at the other. Sir, [ see
no way 1o get them out but to serve them as some fellow did
the rats. Heo was troubled excessively by rats in his barn :
he tried all sorts of ways to get them ou! ;: he set traps for
them ; he got a terrier dog, he sent in a weasel, and he put
poison in their way ; but all in vain—no sooner did they,go
out one side than they came in the other. The traps they
woulld not enter, the poison they would not eat. He resolved’
what he woold do ; he set fire to the barn, and burnt barn,
rafs, and all ! 'This is what we will do, sir. In the mas-
terly language of the immortal Jefferson, sir, * fow men die
and none resign.” We most try a more sunmary method—
we will burn the barn, rats, and wil.”

The Huckers vndorstood the game, and resolved to antici-
pate a little ; so at the next election, when the great chief of
the Bainburners (Silas Wright) was nominated, the Hankers
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